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On Feb. 11, the Salvadoran air force bombed the Corral de Piedra resettlement site, resulting in the
deaths of at least six people. The community, located about eight kilometers east of Chalatenango
city, is home for about 400 people. It was established last October to accommodate refugees
returning from the Mesa Grande camp in Honduras. Reports of the bombing were confirmed
by the International Red Cross. Witnesses cited by Reuters, AFP and Notimex said the bombing
followed fighting between rebels and soldiers, but the guerrillas were not inside the settlement. A
witness who requested anonymity told Reuters that the bombing began at 7:45 a.m., and continued
for two hours. At least three helicopter gunships and three planes dropped bombs on the village.
She reported seeing at least 20 wounded, in addition to the six dead, believed to be from the
same family. Bishop Jose Eduardo Alas called it a "crime," but refused to say the military had
intentionally attacked civilians. In a communique released Feb. 12, the armed forces press office
said that five civilians had died and another 15 were wounded as a result of fighting with the rebels.
The Farabundo Marti National Liberation Front (FMLN) was blamed for the deaths, injuries, and
material damage. Next, the communique stated that a rebel taken prisoner on Sunday said the
guerrillas exploded several homemade bombs which "impacted on some houses" in the community.
(Basic data from AFP, Notimex, 02/11/90, 02/12/90; New York Times, 02/12/90)
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